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PLAINTIFFS’ OBJECTION TO THE  
JONES DEFENDANTS’ MOTION FOR COMMISSION 

The Jones defendants have moved for a commission to depose former presidential 

candidate and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. She has no relation whatsoever to this case, and 

her deposition could only be abusive, harassing, and an undue burden—on both Ms. Clinton and 

the plaintiffs—with no likelihood of producing any admissible evidence. In addition to their 

admitted antipathy toward Ms. Clinton, the Jones defendants’ illogical and groundless purported 

basis for the deposition strongly indicates that their Motion is frivolous and intended to achieve 

objectives unrelated to the merits of this litigation. 

The Jones defendants’ Motion claims that one of their purposes in seeking Ms. Clinton’s 

deposition is to inquire as to how the plaintiffs’ case in this litigation is being funded. Besides 
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having nothing to do with Ms. Clinton, this line of inquiry is irrelevant, inappropriate and not 

proper for discovery in this case. It also calls for information protected by the attorney-client and 

work-product privileges. It is not a proper subject of inquiry for Ms. Clinton or any other witness. 

I. FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND

On several occasions, responding to actions by the Jones defendants, this Court has

admonished the parties against inappropriate filings or discovery requests. For instance, on May 

6, 2021, this Court admonished counsel, warning that “a lawyer shall not counsel or assist another 

person to . . . make a frivolous discovery request.” Ex. A, 5/6/2021 Hrg. Tr. 15:8–14 (citing Conn. 

R. Prof. Conduct 3.4). It also noted that “obstructive tactics are sanctionable” and “[d]ilatory

practices [in discovery] may be misconduct.” Id. at 13:20–14:17 (citing Conn. R. Prof. Conduct 

3.2). More recently, the Court admonished the parties to limit their filings to the substance of the 

legal and factual matters in issue. See Hrg. Tr. 2–3, Dkt. 372.00, June 16, 2021. It noted that 

“filings that are not relevant and material to the matter before the Court are subject to sanctions.” 

Id. (citing Pract. Book § 1-25). It continued: “So everyone is on notice. . . . I don’t want to have to 

go through extraneous materials and colloquy and things that don’t matter to the underlying 

motion.” Id. In response to another filing by the Jones defendants, this Court entered an order 

“not[ing] that ad hominem criticism of the court is inappropriate.” Order, Dkt. 376.10, June 30, 

2021. It commented that the accusations by the Jones defendants were “lacking in propriety and 

d[id] nothing to advance the defendants’ argument.” Id. It warned: “Accordingly, counsel and the 

defendants are cautioned that the court will impose sanctions should they continue to engage in 

inappropriate commentary in pleadings filed with the court.” Id.  

On July 1, 2021, during their first deposition of a plaintiff in this case, the Jones defendants 

filed a motion for a commission to take the deposition of former presidential candidate and U.S. 
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Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Defs.’ Mot. for Commission, Dkt. 384.00, July 1, 2021. In the 

motion, the Jones defendants represented that, “[o]n advice of counsel, at least one plaintiff has 

refused to answer how so many of the clients all ended up represented by the same firm.” Id. at 2. 

It continued: “The witness claimed not to know how her legal fees were being paid.” Id. By the 

Jones defendants’ own description in the motion, this information was derived wholly from the 

deposition of the plaintiff, which had been marked Highly Confidential – Attorneys Eyes Only.1 

See id. They did not challenge the material’s designation before filing or file the Motion under 

seal. 

In their motion, the Jones defendants represented that they “believe that this suit was filed 

six years after the shootings at Sandy Hook as part of a vendetta inspired, orchestrated and directed 

in whole or in part by Hillary Clinton as part of a vendetta to silence Alex Jones after Ms. Clinton 

lost the presidential race to Donald J. Trump.” Id. They continued: “The litigation is brought and 

pursued in bad faith as part of a partisan effort to silence Mr. Jones for reasons wholly independent 

of the merits of the plaintiffs’ claims.” Id. They argued: “Someone directed all of the plaintiffs to 

the same firm many years after the shooting. The defendants are entitled to know who and why.” 

Id. “The defendants seek to depose Ms. Clinton,” they claimed, “to gather further information 

about how it is that so many plaintiffs found themselves represented by the same firm so long after 

the events giving rise to the complaint, but shortly after Ms. Clinton suffered a deeply humiliating 

defeat in her run for the presidency in 2016.” Id. 

1 It should be noted that in addition to violating the Protective Order, the Jones defendants 
mischaracterize the testimony at issue. The plaintiff-deponent did not testify merely that she did 
not know how her legal fees were being paid, but rather that she could not respond without 
reviewing the retainer agreement. 
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II. ARGUMENT

Discovery is inappropriate “when the purpose of a discovery request is to gather

information for use in proceedings other than the pending suit” or “a party’s aim is to delay 

bringing a case to trial, or embarrass or harass the person from whom he seeks discovery.” 

Oppenheimer Fund, Inc. v. Sanders, 437 U.S. 340, 353 n.17 (1978) (collecting cases and noting 

that “a court is not required to blind itself to the purpose for which a party seeks information”). 

“While our rules of discovery are liberal, they are not meant to be used to 

conduct fishing expeditions[.]” Torres v. Ngo Ong, 2014 WL 6476637, at *3 (Conn. Super. Ct. 

Oct. 23, 2014) (Wilson, J.) (citing Picketts v. Int’l Playtex, Inc., 215 Conn. 490, 508 (1990)). The 

Jones defendants’ Motion is frivolous and can serve only to harass, abuse, and unduly burden both 

the deponent and the plaintiffs. Additionally, the line of inquiry it intends—into the plaintiffs’ 

funding of this case—is irrelevant to any claim in this case and constitutes a highly improper 

fishing expedition. This Court should therefore deny the Jones defendants’ Motion for a 

Commission to depose Ms. Clinton. 

A. Legal Standard

“Our rules of discovery are meant to serve the ends of justice by ‘facilitating an intensive 

search for the truth through accuracy and fairness, provid[ing] procedural mechanisms designed 

to make a trial less a game of blindman’s bluff and more a fair contest with the basic issues and 

facts disclosed to the fullest practicable extent.’” Picketts v. Int’l Playtex, Inc., 215 Conn. 490, 508 

(1990) (citations omitted). However, “they are not meant to be used to 

conduct fishing expeditions.” Torres v. Ngo Ong, 2014 WL 6476637, at *3 (Conn. Super. Ct. Oct. 

23, 2014) (Wilson, J.) (citing Picketts, 215 Conn. at 508. The Practice Book provides that 

discovery “shall be permitted” when it is “material to the subject matter involved in the pending 
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action,” “would be of assistance in the prosecution or defense of the action,” or is “reasonably 

calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence.” Practice Book § 13-2. Non-party 

discovery is inappropriate where it is for a purpose not directly related to claims in the case. See 

Constr. Servs. of Bristol, Inc. v. CDC Fin. Corp., 2000 WL 1770277, at *3 (Conn. Super. Ct. Oct. 

19, 2000) (Kocay, J.) (granting protective order and citing cases preventing non-party discovery 

where appears relevant only to unrelated or post-judgment claims).  

Courts have routinely denied non-party discovery where it seems aimed at a purpose not 

directly related to claims in the case. Constr. Servs. of Bristol, Inc. v. CDC Fin. Corp., 2000 WL 

1770277, at *3 (Conn. Super. Ct. Oct. 19, 2000) (Kocay, J.) (granting protective order and citing 

cases preventing non-party discovery where appears relevant only to unrelated or post-judgment 

claims). Seeking discovery for the purpose of strengthening a claim in a separate litigation may be 

sanctionable. See Errant Gene Therapeutics, LLC v. Sloan-Kettering Inst. for Cancer Research, 

2017 WL 2418742, at *3 (S.D.N.Y. June 5, 2017) (collecting cases sanctioning parties for using 

protected information in service of another litigation). 

B. This Court Should Deny the Jones Defendants’ Motion for a Commission to
Depose Hillary Clinton

In their Motion, the Jones defendants represented that “[o]n advice of counsel, at least one 

plaintiff has refused to answer how so many of the clients all ended up represented by the same 

firm” and that “[t]he witness claimed not to know how her legal fees were being paid.” Defs.’ Mot. 

for Comm. 2. In addition to being derived wholly from the protected deposition of the plaintiff—

and therefore a violation of this case’s Protective Order—these purported bases for Ms. Clinton’s 

deposition are a not a proper line of inquiry. Indeed, this Court has since characterized much of 

the related line of questioning as “literally . . . a fishing expedition” and “not proper inquiry,” and 

barred inquiry by the Jones defendants into matters related to any settlements with other defendants 
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in this case. 7/2/21 Hrg. Tr. 49–51, Dkt. 398.00, July 7, 2021; Order, Dkt. 389.00, July 2, 2021 

(holding same).  

In their Motion, the Jones defendants claim they “believe that this suit was filed . . . as part 

of a vendetta inspired, orchestrated and directed in whole or in part by Hillary Clinton as part of a 

vendetta to silence Alex Jones.” Id. Their sole basis for this claim is that one of the plaintiffs in 

this case “was invited to speak at the Democratic National Convention in 2016” and “was also 

praised thereafter by Hillary Clinton.” Id. This purported factual basis is so groundless and 

illogical—and the claim so outlandish—that the Motion is frivolous on its face. This Court should 

reject it out of hand. 

Moreover, even if these accusations had a whiff of factual basis—which they do not—they 

would not be proper bases for discovery. As this Court has already noted, the plaintiffs’ strategic 

calculations in weighing their decision to bring these claims are irrelevant to those claims’ merits. 

There is absolutely no evidence on this point that would be appropriate for a jury. Nearly all of the 

information related to those decisions would also be privileged under either the Work-Product or 

Attorney-Client Privilege.2 Even if the Jones defendants’ purpose in filing the Motion was to 

prepare for some sort of vexatious litigation claim, such discovery would not be appropriate as 

part of this case. Under Connecticut law, “[i]n vexatious litigation claims, termination in the 

2 In every deposition of a plaintiff so far, the Jones defendants have asked the plaintiffs 
numerous improper questions about their arrangements with counsel, including: how the case is 
being funded, their arrangements between themselves and counsel, what settlements have been 
obtained against other defendants, and how any such settlements have been disbursed among the 
plaintiffs. In addition to calling for information protected by the attorney-client and work-product 
privileges, the Court has already characterized much of this line of inquiry as “literally . . . a fishing 
expedition” and “not proper inquiry” and barred the defendants from pursuing it. 7/2/21 Hrg. Tr. 
49–51; Order, Dkt. 389.00. Nevertheless, they have persisted in doing so in each of the depositions 
since. Indeed, in the most recent deposition, counsel for the Jones defendants acknowledged that 
the Court had ruled that inquiry concerning settlement issues was “inappropriate” and that he was 
pursuing such inquiry in violation of the Court’s order to preserve the record for appeal. 
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plaintiff’s favor is not only essential to the claim’s legal sufficiency, but also a prerequisite for a 

finding that the claim is ripe.” Sethi v. Yagildere, 2015 WL 600926, at *4 (Conn. Super. Ct. Jan. 

15, 2015) (Kamp, J.) (citing Keller v. Beckenstein, 122 Conn. App. 438, 444 (2010), rev’d on other 

grounds, 305 Conn. 523 (2012)). Accordingly, “a counterclaim alleging vexatious litigation may 

not be brought in the same action as that which the defendant claims is vexatious.” Id. (quoting 

Somers v. Chan, 110 Conn. App. 511, 542 (2008)). Indeed, seeking discovery for the purpose of 

strengthening a claim in a separate litigation is sanctionable. See Errant Gene Therapeutics, 2017 

WL 2418742 at *3  (collecting cases sanctioning parties for using protected information in service 

of another litigation). The Jones defendants’ Motion is a frivolous, abusive discovery request that 

misuses this Court for the purpose of advancing an attention-grabbing conspiracy theory that has 

no basis in fact. 

Additionally, the Jones defendants’ admitted antipathy toward the requested deponent 

further strengthens the already strong inference that the Jones defendants made this filing for the 

improper purpose of attracting publicity, harassing Ms. Clinton, or both. Discovery is 

inappropriate “when the purpose of a discovery request is to gather information for use in 

proceedings other than the pending suit” or “a party’s aim is to delay bringing a case to trial, or 

embarrass or harass the person from whom he seeks discovery.” Oppenheimer Fund, 437 U.S. at 

353 n.17. Our “rules of discovery . . . are not meant to be used to conduct fishing expeditions.” 

Torres, 2014 WL 6476637 at *3 (citing Picketts, 215 Conn. at 508). In their Motion, the Jones 

defendants admit that they consider Secretary Clinton a political and personal antagonist, noting 

that she “has been the target of vitriolic criticism by Alex Jones.” Defs.’ Mot. 2. This circumstance 

should Motion cast even a darker shadow on the Jones defendants’ objectives in seeking her 

deposition. 
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For all these reasons, this Court should deny the Jones defendants’ Motion, and order the 

Jones defendants to cease their inquiry concerning the manner in which their litigation is being 

funded and other aspects of or arrangements concerning their legal representation in this or other 

cases. 

III. CONCLUSION

For all the foregoing reasons, the Jones defendants’ Motion for Commission for a

deposition of Hillary Clinton should be denied. 

THE PLAINTIFFS, 

By: /s/ Christopher M. Mattei 
CHRISTOPHER M. MATTEI 
ALINOR C. STERLING 
MATTHEW S. BLUMENTHAL 
KOSKOFF KOSKOFF & BIEDER 
350 FAIRFIELD AVENUE 
BRIDGEPORT, CT  06604 
asterling@koskoff.com 
cmattei@koskoff.com 
mblumenthal@koskoff.com  
Telephone:  (203) 336-4421 
Fax:  (203) 368-3244 
JURIS #32250 
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CERTIFICATION 

This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing has been emailed and/or mailed, this day, 
postage prepaid, to all counsel and pro se appearances as follows: 

For Alex Emric Jones, Infowars, LLC, Free Speech Systems, LLC, Infowars Health, LLC and 
Prison Planet TV, LLC: 
Jay Marshall Wolman, Esq. 
100 Pearl Street, 14th Floor 
Hartford, CT 06103 
jmw@randazza.com 
P: 702-420-2001 

Norman A. Pattis, Esq. 
Kevin Smith, Esq. 
Pattis & Smith, LLC 
383 Orange Street, First Floor 
New Haven, CT  06511 
P:  203-393-3017 
npattis@pattisandsmith.com  
ksmith@pattisandsmith.com  

For Genesis Communications Network, Inc. 
Mario Kenneth Cerame, Esq. (and via USPS) 
Brignole & Bush LLC 
73 Wadsworth Street 
Hartford, CT  06106 
mario@brignole.com 
mcerame@brignole.com  
P: 860-527-9973 

/s/ Christopher M. Mattei 
CHRISTOPHER M. MATTEI 
ALINOR C. STERLING  
MATTHEW S. BLUMENTHAL 
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